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DECEMBER 2010: G-20 December temperatures g%‘% g0 ¢ :

were -1.3°C colder than last year with particularly cold
conditions across the eastern U.S. and northern
Europe. Extreme Winter weather during the first 3
weeks of the month in northern Europe closed airports,
roadways and disrupted rail services. Israel suffered
one of the largest forest fires in their history which was
fueled by windy and dry conditions. Following the blaze,
a powerful cyclone brought torrential rains and high
winds to the eastern Mediterranean and Middle East
during the mid month period. Waves up to 30 feet high !
on the coast of Lebanon disrupted shipping activities, e e S
but on the bright side, the storm brought an end to a N
prolonged drought in Lebanon, Syria and Israel. Parts
of central America also dealt with torrential rain at the
start of the month. The rain was so severe that the
Panama Canal was closed for 2 days.

BUSINESS TRENDS: Bitterly cold temperatures in
northern Europe were favorable for Winter seasonal
categories, however, the severity of the snowfall made
travel difficult and will have affected overall store traffic.
As the temperatures dropped in Europe, energy prices
rose and ate into consumer’s discretionary income.
Flooding in Venezuela not only impacted retailers, but
also farmers who are concerned that next year’s coffee
crop will have been negatively impacted by the heavy
rain. Meanwhile, cooler and wetter weather in eastern
Australia was a negative for Spring categories.

10000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

G-20 Year-over-Year WEATHER TRENDS JANUARY 2010 through DECEMBER 2010
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COUNTRY DAILY YEAR-ON-YEAR TRENDS FOR DEC 2010 VS 2009
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Data Table Legend (Wersus Last Year):
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